Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


CROPS  AND 
/ 


MARKETS 


World  Summarie 


CUM 


*** 


CROPS  AND  LIVESTOCK 


'0 


FEBRUARY  25,  1960 


CONTENTS 

Page 

PRODUCTION 

1959  World  Stone  Fruit  Production  High   4 

Record  1959  Corn  Harvest  Confirmed   9 

1959-60  Cocoa  Bean  Crop  to  Set  Record   12 

World  Flaxseed  Production  Down  Moderately   15 

Lentil  Production  Equals  1959;  Garbanzos  Up    ....  19 

World  Dried  Fig  Pack  Decreases  in  1959    23 

World  Cotton  Production  at  Record  High   25 

STOCKS 

1959-60  Sugar  Campaign  Begun  With  Record 

Carryover    2 


■ 


2 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 
World  Summaries 


February  25,  i960 


1959-60  SUGAR  CAMPAIGN  BEGUN  WITH  RECORD  CARRYOVER 

Current  stocks  of  centrifugal  sugar  at  the  beginning  of  the  1959-6°  campaign 
in  17  selected  countries  reached  a  new  high,  within  the  decade  studied,  of 
^,859>000  short  tons,  raw  value. 

Except  for  France  and  the  Netherlands,  all  of  these  countries  are  net  export- 
ers or  potential  exporters  of  sugar.    In  1957  and  1958,  these  countries  combined 
accounted  for  71  and  7^  percent,  respectively,  of  world  total  exports  of  centrifu- 
gal sugar,  l/  and  therefore  the  increase  in  stocks  for  this  group  is  indicative  of 
conditions  in  all  exporting  countries  combined. 

Current  stocks  are  2  million  tons  or  70  percent  larger  than  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  1958-59  season  when  stocks  were  at  their  lowest  ebb  since  the  close 
of  the  1951-52  campaign.     In  the  latter  campaign  Cuba  added  some  2  million  tons 
to  world  stocks.    The  new  high,  however,  is  only  about  1A.5  percent  above  the 
previous  record  for  these  countries  at  the  start  of  the  1955-56  campaign. 

Whether  or  not  the  current  large  stocks  are  excessive,  of  course,  depends 
upon  the  prospects  for  sugar  production  in  this  campaign  and  the  demands  for 
sugar  to  supply  domestic  consumption  and  export  markets.    None  of  these  factors 
can  be  precisely  determined  at  this  time.    The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  in  December  its  preliminary    estimate  of  1959-60  world  sugar  production 
by  countries  in  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FS  6-59 •    World  consumption  of 
sugar  in  1959-60  is  expected  to  continue  at  about  its  current  level  of  approxi- 
mately ^3«5  pounds  per  capita,  including  slightly  more  than  6  pounds  per  capita 
of  non-centrifugal  sugar. 

The  general  level  of  prices  for  sugar  in  world  export  markets,  which  has 
remained  at  unusually  low  levels  since  early  in  1959^  gives  evidence  that  world 
traders  in  sugar  believe    stocks  of  sugar  are  at  least  ample. 

The  relative  level  of  carrover  stocks  can  be  compared  with  the  annual  use 
of  sugar  for  purposes  other  than  stocks.    On  the  carryover  date  (beginning  of 
the  new  grind)  at  the  start  of  the  1959-60  campaign,  stocks  in  these  17  countries 
together  were  equivalent  to  about  18.8  percent  of  the  combined  domestic  use  (or 
disappearance)  and  exports  of  these  same  countries  in  the  season  just  ended.  By 
individual  countries,  this  relationship  of  stocks  to  recent  use  varied  from  a 
minimum  of  5  percent  in  India  to  about  38  percent  in  Denmark  and  in  Mexico. 

This  relative  position  of  current  stocks  is  sharply  higher  than  on  com- 
parable dates  in  each  of  the  3  preceding  campaigns,  but  not  quite  as  high  as  the 
19  percent  at  the  close  of  the  195^-55  campaign. 

17    Excluded  from  the  world  total  exports  for  this  calculation  were  shipments 
between  the  United  States  mainland  and  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands,  amounting  to  1,952,000  tons  in  1957  and  1,1+63,000  tons  in  1958. 
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Stocks  may  also  "be  compared  to  annual  production.    The  International  Sugar 
Agreement  obligates  exporting  members  to  try  to  regulate  production  in  such 
manner  that  stocks  on  the  carryover  date  shall  not  exceed  20  percent  of  annual 
production.    Aggregate  stocks  in  these  17  countries  at  the  beginning  of  the  cur- 
rent campaign  were  18  percent  of  total  production  in  these  countries  in  the  1958- 
59  campaign.     Similarly  the  Agreement  obligates  each  exporting  country  to  maintain 
minimum  stocks  on  the  carryover  date  equal  to  12.5  percent  of  the  basic  export 
tonnage  assigned  to  that  country.     In  each  of  the  member  countries  included  in 
this  group,  stocks  were  well  above  this  minimum. 

The  principal  reasons  for  the  jump  in  absolute  and  relative  stocks  during 
the  1958-59  campaign  were  the  record  sugar  production  in  Europe  and  the  rela- 
tively slight  change  in  domestic  consumption  and  exports. 

On  the  basis  of  current  forecasts  of  sugar  production,  domestic  consumption 
and  export  probabilities  during  the  1959-60  sugar  marketing  year  for  these  same 
17  countries,  it  now  seems  likely  that  stocks  at  the  close  of  this  season  will 
be  no  larger,  and  possibly  somewhat  smaller,  than  at  the  beginning,  due  largely 
to  the  lower  1959-60  sugar  production  in  several  European  countries  as  a  result 
of  the  1959  drought,  and  to  the  planned  reduction  in  several  exporting  countries 
such  as  Cuba,  Australia,  Argentina  and  Brazil. 

World  consumption  of  sugar  is  expected  to  continue  to  rise  as  population 
is  increasing  about  50  million  persons  per  year,  and  per  capita  consumption  of 
sugar  is  still  low  in  many  countries.    Yet  the  current  heavy  availability  of 
sugar  in  exportable  positions,  and  the  continuing  moves  toward  self-sufficiency 
in  importing  countries,  clearly  call  for  conservative  restraint  by  countries 
planning  expansion  in  sugar  exports  in  the  immediate  future. 

1959  WORLD  STONE  FRUIT  PRODUCTION  HIGH 

Conditions  were  favorable  for  stone  fruit  production  in  most  world  areas  in 
1959*     Output  generally  was  down  in  the  Middle  East  and  South  America,  although 
both  areas  reported  increases  in  peaches  and  South  America  reported  greater  pro- 
duction of  plums  and  prunes.     Other  world  areas  generally  had  larger  crops,  with 
occasional  exceptions. 

Apricots ;  World  production  of  apricots  in  1959  was  about  38  percent  above  the 
previous  year  and  about  equal  to  1957*    Major  gains  were  in  the  United  States 
where  production  doubled  over  the  light  1958  crop  and  Europe  where  it  was  up 
36  percent. 

Cherries ;  A  10  percent  reduction  in  cherry  production  is  reported  with 
North  America  the  only  area  showing  an  increase.    Crops  were  hurt  by  the  extended 
drought  through  much  of  the  summer  in  Europe  and  production  was  15  percent  below 
1958.    This  European  loss  accounts  for  most  of  the  overall  world  reduction. 
Crops  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  were  about  the  same  es  last  year.  South 
America  was  down. 
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APRICOTS,  FRESH:  Production  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55, 

annual  1957-59 


:  Average  :  :  :  , 

Continent  and  country    :  1951-55  :  1957  :  1958  :  1959  u 

:  Short  :  Short  :  Short  ;  Short 

:  tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons 

North  America                     :  :  :  : 

Canada                           :  3,740  :  7,025  :  5,775  :  4,300 

Mexico                            :  5,595  :  5,337  :  5,919  :  5,952 

United  States                    :  209,140  :  190,400  :  108,000  :  229,800 

Total                           :  218,475  !  202,762  :  119, W  :  240,052 


Europe                               :  :  :  : 

Austria                          :  10,595  :  12,963  :  9,384  ;  12,329 

France                             :  43,878  :  119,533  :  33,918  ;  45,194 

Germany,  West                   :  2,130  :  1,154  :  1,433  :  1,653 

Greece                              :  10,277  :  19,288  :  8,298  :  17,613 

Italy                             :  36,589  :  40,454  :  27,139  :  53,770 

Spain                             :  68,247  :  92,8l4  :  137,542  :  126,764 

Switzerland                    :  4,012  :  2,205  :  6,063  :  7,165 

Yugoslavia                       :  19,209  :  35,825  :  4,277  :  46,958 


Tbtal    :    194,937     :    324,236     \    228,054     \  311,446 


Asia  .... 

Iran    '.     74,957  80,000     !     67,400  70,000 

Syria   21,205  26,k55     '.     31,967  11,023 

Turkey  £/   :      22,765      :      22,046      :      13,228      :  20,000 


Total    .    118,927     !    128,501     !    112,595  101,023 


South  America 

Argentina   |     11,164     \     16,755     ]     15,763     !  11,398 

Chile    !       3,105  4,079  4,409     '  ^,409 


Total    *.     14,269     !     20,834     ;     20,172  15,807 


Africa  ,' 

Union  of  South  Africa  3/  J  682  j  646  ;  706  ;  800 

Oceania  :  :  :  : 

Australia                        :  33,251  :  37,800  :  30,648  :  36,000 

New  Zealand                     :  4,44l  :  3,360  ;  3,213  :  4,326 


Total    :.     37,692     :     4l,l60     ':     33,86l     :  4o,326 

Total  Specified  :  :  :  : 

Countries    :    584,982     :    718,139     :    515,082     :  709,454 


l/  Preliminary.    2/  Does  not  include  wild  apricots. 
3/  Deciduous  Fruit  Board  exports  and  local  sales  used. 
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CHERRIES,  FRESH:    Production  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55 

annual  1957-59 


Continent  and  country 


Average 
1951-55 

1957 

1958 

:    1959  » 

Short 
tons 

Short 
:     tons  : 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

13,180 
227,350 

:     15,125  ! 
240,140 

18,925  ' 
191,530  : 

:  10,675 
214,620 

240,530 

255,265  : 

210,455 

;  225,295 

28,259  ! 
32,703 
2,735 

91,134  ; 
191,665  ; 

9,341  ' 
139,252 
19,330 

3,910 
38,138 

9,700 
62,831 
25,491 
77,252 

.  19,637  : 
22,156  ; 
8,708  ■ 

75,541  : 
Hl,4l8 

15,794  ' 
124,990 
:  2,205 

:    3,940  : 

49,120  ; 

7,606 
27,553 

:  29,120 
:  89,066 

35,839 
28,219 
9,149 
69,037 
233,600 
9,427 
185,407 

9,331 
5,040 
55,644 
:  12,125 

:  71,650 

30,240 
80,358 

:  .18,553 
:^/i3,228 
•  10,000 

;  81,484 
'  163,500 
10,871 
,  187,942 
'  10,196 

:  5,181 
49,604 
882 
:  38,530 
■  16,800 

:  103,396 

731,741 

'    586,859  i 

835,066 

:  710,217 

1,920 
43,977 

:  661 

!       51,458  ' 

882 
54,473 

f>  6l4 
:  882 
:  50,000 

49,550 

:      58,501  : 

6l,4l8 

57,496 

2,625 

1,465 

:  3,858 

3,086  : 

:  3,307 
3,307 

:  1,576 
3,300 

4,090 

6,944 

6,614 

:  4,876 

6,446 
343 

6,408 
!  336 

:  6,600 
357 

:  6,500 
:  373 

6,79* 

6,744 

6,957  : 

6,878 

1,032,705 

91^,313 

1,120,510 

\  004,762 

North  America 

Canada  

United  States   • 

Total,  »•»♦••»•«»••••« 

Europe 

Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg  •••• 

Demi  ark  •..«  

France  •  

Germany,  West  

Greece   

Italy  

Netherlands  ••••••••••• 

Norway  •  

Spain  

Sweden   

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom   

Yugoslavia   

Total   

Asia 

Japan   

Syria   

Turkey   

Ibtal   

South  America 

Argentina  

Chile   

Total   

Oceania 

Australia   

New  Zealand  ••••••••••• 

Total   

Total  Specified. 

Countries   


y  Preliminary  . 
2/    Belgium  only. 


PEACHES,  FRESH:    Production  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55* 

annual  1957-59 


:  Average  :  :  :  1/ 

Continent  and  country    :  1951-55  :  1957  t  1958  :  1959  J 

:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 

:  bushels  :  bushels  :  bushels  :  bushels 

North  America  :  :  :  : 

Canada                            :  2,582  :  2,801  :  3,043  :  1,885 

Mexico                              :  2,34l  :  2,382  :  2,503  :  2,756 

United  States                   :  60,798  :  6l,5l8  :  71,069  :  73,806 


Total    :     65,721     :     66,701     :     76,615     :  78,447 


Europe  :  :  :  : 

Austria   :  217  :  110  :  326  :  223 

France   :  6,675  :  12,483  :  8,497  :  12,263 

Germany,  West   :  1,977  :  460  :  1,043  :  942 

Greece    :  604  :  1,758  :  1,906  :  2,768 

Italy   :  18,509  :  25,105  :  24,709  :  37,766 

Netherlands   :  78  :  4l  :  46  :  4l 

Spain   :  4,743  :  3,8?T  :  3,794  :  3,674 

Yugoslavia   :  769  :  1,047  :  730  :  1,525 


Total    j     33,572     :     44,86l     :     4l,051     :  59,202 


Asia  :  :  :  : 

Japan   :  2,425  :  6,180  :  6,366  :  7,303 

Korea   :  725  :  750  :  68l  :  700 

Syria   :  50  :  37  :  64  :  60 

Turkey   :  834  :  2,827  :  3,189  :  3,200 


Total  :       4,034     :       9,794     :     10,300     :  11,263 


South  America  .... 

Argentina   \       5,375     i       7,395     :       5,319     !  5,976 

Chile    ;       1,149     :       1,768     :       1,745     :  1,800 


Total   :      6,524     :      9,163     :      7,064     :  7,776 


Africa                               :  :  :  : 

Union  of  South  Africa  &  :  45     :  53     :  36     :  50 

Oceania                              :  :  :  : 

Australia                         :  2,907      :  3,000      :  2,400      :  3,000 

New  Zealand                     :  444     :  688     :  692     :  759 


Total    :       3,351     :       3,688     :       3,092     :  3,759 


Total  Specified  :  :  :  : 

Countries    :    113,247     :    134,260     :    138,158     :  159,797 


1/  Preliminary. 

2/    Deciduous  Fruit  Board  exports  and  local  sales  used 


PLUMS  AND  PRUNES,  FRESH:    Production  in  specified  countries,  average 

1951-55,  annual  1957-59 


Continent  and  country 


Average 
1951-55 

:  1957 

!  1958 

!  1959  y 

Short 
tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

'.  Short 
:  tons 

19,410 

6,711 

556,930 

84,260 
472,720 

:  14,150 
:  8,576 
573,000 

:  88,300 
:  484,700 

16,200 

:  8,995 
:  361,300 

68,800 
:  292,500 

!  12,675 

:  8,929 
:  540,900 

105,400 
:  ^35,500 

583,101  :  595,726 

386,495    ;  562,504 

68,303 
28,490 
146,460 
446,386 

12,935 
108,393 
27,050  • 
12,170 
53,79** 
16,093 
37,258 
120, 517 

:  5^,880 
5,556 
!  91,579 
.     168,787  : 
;       16,414  i 
:  97,013 

2,646  : 
10, 582  : 

66,095  ! 
:       16,094  . 
:       22,046  ! 

52,640 
648.200  ! 

!  93,371 
13,448 

:  67,659 
445,439 
:  11,328 
:  84,293 

16,340 
13,373 

64,062 
13,228 
38,580 
79, 520 

599.651 

84,055 
:  4/  22,046 
106,323 
:  360,557 
:  13,925 
:     109, 271 
!  15A32 

19,070 
:  55,115 
:  24,251 
:  39,683 
:  108,640 
1 . TOO . 7l4 

1,901,162 

•  1,252,532  : 

1,540,292  - 

2,259,082 

51,964 
l,4ll 
62,144 

53,261  i 
:        1,102  - 
83,528 

36,376  : 
3,086 
:      84,421  • 

36,376 
3,307 
80,000 

115,519 

37,037 
17,048 

137,891  ! 

51,^77 
23,920  : 

123,853 

36,707 
25,022 

119,683 

1*5,271 
:  25,000 

5^,085 

75,397 

61,729 

70,271 

3,999 

22,032 
2,37** 

i         3,098  : 

:       24,012  ! 
^,557  : 

2,722  . 

25,000  : 
4,095  ! 

3,000 

23,500 
3,612 

24,406 

28,569  ! 

29,095  ! 

27,112 

2,682,272 

:  2,093,213  : 

2,144,216  : 

3,041,652 

fforth  America 

Canada   

Mexico  2/  

United  States   

Plums  

Prunes  3/  

Total   

Europe 

Austria   

Belgium-Luxembourg  .... 

France  

Germany,  West   

Greece   

Italy   

Netherlands   

Norway  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Yugoslavia  

Total   

Asia 

Japan  

Syria   

Turkey  •  

Total   

South  America 

Argentina. ............. 

Chile   

Total   

Africa  / 
Union  of  South  Africa  2/ 

Oceania 

Australia  

New  Zealand   

Total   

Total  Specified 

Countries   • . .  • . 


1/    Preliminary.    2/    Does  not  include  wild  plums  which  are  85  percent  of  total 
production.    V    Includes  California  dried  prunes  converted  to  fresh  basis  at 
the  ratio  of  2f  pounds  fresh  to  1  pound  dried.    4/  Belgium  only.  Deciduous 
Fruit  Board  exports  and  local  sales  used. 
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Peaches :    World  production  of  peaches  in  1959  was  up  sharply  over 
1958  with  every  producing  area  reporting  an  increase.    Only  Spain  of  the 
major  producing  countries  reports  a  decrease  and  this,  along  with  losses 
in  some  less  important  countries,  was  more  than  offset  "by  increases, 
primarily  in  the  United  States  and  Italy. 

Plums  and  Prunes :    Plum  and  prune  crops  were  up  sharply,  with  only 
Asia  reporting  a  decrease.    Highest  percentage  increases  were  in  the 
United  States  (50)  and  Yugoslavia  (117);  the  world's  largest  producers  of 
prunes . 

RECORD  1959  CORN 
HARVEST  CONFIRMED 

The  early  forecast  of  a  record  1959  corn  production  has  been  confirmed 
by  latest  information  available  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  World 
production  is  now  estimated  at  7-825  million  bushels,  7  percent  above  the 
previous  record  in  1958  and  39  percent  above  the  1950- 5*+  average.  Gains 
in  production  are  due  to  increased  yields  and  larger  acreage  --  mainly  in- 
creased yields,  as  acreage  is  only  lU  percent  above  the  1950-5*+  average. 

Unprecedented  crops  in  the  United  States  and  in  Eastern  Europe  account 
for  the  new  record  world  production.     Outturns  are  smaller  than  in  1958  in 
most  other  areas.    The  U.  S.  production  of  U,36l  million  bushels  accounts 
for  56  percent  of  the  estimated  world  total. 

Record  carryover  of  1,530  million  bushels  of  U.  S.  corn  combined  with 
the  new  bumper  production  brings  total  supply  for  the  1959-60  season  to 
5,891  million  bushels,  12  percent  above  the  previous  record  in  1958-59* 
Domestic  requirements  are  now  forecast  at  about  3*6  billion  bushels,  100 
million  more  than  for  1958-59* 

The  record  crop  of  720  million  bushels  in  Eastern  Europe,  mainly  in 
the  Danube  Basin  countries,  is  52  percent  above  the  1958  outturn.  Substan- 
tial surpluses  appear  to  be  available,  especially  in  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania. 

Corn  production  in  North  America  is  estimated  at  ^-,673  million  bushels, 
Ik  percent  above  the  previous  record  in  1958.    The  U.  S.  production  for  all 
purposes,  as  now  placed  at  h,^6l  million  bushels,  is  15  percent  above  the 
1958  harvest  because  of  increased  acreage.    The  Qh.6  million  acres  reported 
harvested  for  all  purposes  is  15  percent  above  the  1958  acreage,  but  yields 
were  slightly  lower  than  in  1958.    Mexico's  production  of  22^-  million 
bushels  was  also  at  a  new  high.    Both  acreage  and  yields  set  new  records. 
Canada's  crop  of  31  million  bushels  was  larger  than  expected  and  has  been 
exceeded  only  once. 
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FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 
World  Summaries 


February  25 ,  i960 


Corn  production  in  Europe  exceeded  a  billion  bushels ,  for  the  first 
time.    About  70  percent  was  in  Eastern  Europe,  mainly  in  the  Danube  Basin. 
Yugoslavia  and  Rumania  are  the  largest  producers.    These  countries  together 
produced  about  215  million  bushels  more  than  in  I958.    Production  in  West- 
ern Europe  was  up  moderately  because  of  large  crops  in  Italy  and  France, 
the  principal  producers  of  the  area. 

The  corn  crop  in  the  Soviet  Union  is  indicated  to  be  considerably 
smaller  than  the  record  harvest  of  1958.  The  acreage  planted  to  corn  for 
grain  appears  to  have  been  sharply  reduced  and  growing  conditions  were 
much  less  favorable  than  in  1958;  pointing  to  somewhat  smaller  yields  than 
the  1958  record. 

Asia' s  corn  production  is  estimated  at  775  million  bushels,  10  percent 
below  the  large  1958  outturn.    A  good  part  of  the  reduction  is  indicated 
for  Mainland  China.    Actual  estimates  are  not  available,  but  available  in- 
formation points  to  a  substantial  reduction  from  the  high  level  of  the  1958 
crop.    Some  increase  is  reported  in  India,  Indonesia  and  the  Philippines. 

Corn  production  in  Africa  is  estimated  to  be  slightly  below  the  large 
1958  crop.    Firm  estimates  are  not  yet  available  for  most  countries,  but 
what  information  is  available  indicates  moderate  reductions  for  many  of 
the  principal  producers. 

Prospects  are  good  for  South  America's  harvest,  which  begins  in  March, 
and  the  total  for  the  area  is  expected  to  show  little  change  from  the  high 
level  of  the  past  2  years.    The  present  outlook  is  for  some  reduction  in 
Argentina  because  of  drought  in  some  regions.    That  reduction,  however, 
may  be  offset  by  a  larger  outturn  in  Brazil. 

Corn  is  of  minor  importance  in  Oceania.    The  harvest  is  forecast  at 
7  million  bushels,  of  which  6  million  is  forecast  for  Australia. 

1959-60  COCOA  BEAN  CROP 
TO  SET  RECORD 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service's  second  estimate  of  the  1959-60  world 
cocoa  bean  crop  places  production  at  2,l6l  million  pounds.    This  is  a  record, 
reflecting  favorable  growing  conditions  in  practically  all  areas,  and  is  9«3 
percent  higher  than  the  relatively  good  1958-59  production  of  1,976  million 
pounds . 

The  1959-60  North  American  cocoa  crop  is  estimated  at  I87.I  million 
pounds  compared  to  a  1958-59  crop  of  169.5  million.    Some  increases  are 
expected  this  year  in  all  of  the  primary  producing  countries. 
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Favorable  weather,  coupled  with  improved  cultural  practices,  account 
for  a  good  crop  in  Costa  Rica,  while  Cuba1 s  1959-60  crop  is  expected  to 
be  larger  than  the  one  in  1958-59  which  was  reduced  by  dry  weather  and 
civil  disturbance. 

Prospects  for  the  1959-60  Dominican  Republic  cocoa  crop  indicate 
a  return  to  a  more  normal  crop  of  77*2  million  pounds  following  the  low 
output  of  1958-59«    Rainfall  this  year  has  been  about  normal  with 
no  unusual  insect  damage. 

Reports  from  Mexico  indicate  that  good  tree  conditions  and  mini- 
mum rainfall  have  resulted  in  good  quality  of  beans  for  the  crop  now 
being  harvested.    Trinidad's  1959-60  cocoa  production  is  estimated 
at  21.0  million  pounds  compared  with  the  1958-59  crop  of  18.5  million 
which  was  reduced  both  by  dry  weather  and  disease. 

Total  1959-60  cocoa  bean  production  in  South  America  is  estimated 
at  557*1  million  pounds,  compared  with  517*7  million  in  1958-59*  Pro- 
duction in  Brazil  is  now  estimated  at  klO  million  pounds  for  the 
October-September  1959-60  year.    Weather  was  very  favorable  for  the 
main  crop  harvest  which  was  completed  about  the  middle  of  January, 
and  the  set  of  pods  for  the  coming  Temporao  crop  (beginning  May  i960) 
is  reportedly  excellent. 

Colombia1 s  1959-60  production  is  estimated  at  31  million  pounds, 
compared  with  a  1958-59  crop  of  29  million.    Expansion  of  Colombia's 
production  has  recently  received  considerable  attention,  and  a 
campaign  has  been  started  to  plant  800,000  new  cocoa  trees  annually 
as  well  as  improving  the  18  million  trees  now  existing  in  the  country. 

Ecuador' s  1959-60  cocoa  crop  is  estimated  at  70  million  pounds, 
compared  with  the  previous  year's  production  of  6k  million  which  was 
affected  by  a  considerable  amount  of  "Monilia  pod  rot."    The  unusual 
amount  of  rainfall  during  the  pod  formation  stage  increased  the 
occurrence  of  the  disease. 

Venezuela  had  a  relatively  poor  rainy  season  in  the  Barlovento 
and  central  regions,  thereby  causing  deterioration  in  the  outlook 
for  the  1959-60  crop.    The  current  crop,  however,  is  expected  to 
be  slightly  larger  than  in  1958-59*    Peru' s  1959-60  cocoa  production 
is  expected  to  total  6.6  million  pounds;  1958-59  output  amounted  to 
5.2  million. 

Total  1959-60  cocoa  bean  production  in  Africa  is  now  estimated 
at  1,376  million  pounds;  9*8  percent  higher  than  the  relatively 
good  outturn  of  1,253  million  during  1958-59* 


COCOA.  BEANS:    Production  in  principal  producing  countries,  averages 
1935/36-1939AO,  1950/51-195U/55,  annual  1957-58, 
1958-59,  1959-60  y 
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1/  Production  for  most  countries  is  on  an  October  1  to  September  30  year  except  for  Brazil  prior  to 
1956-57,  which  is  on  a  May  1  to  April  30  basis.    2j  Export  data  have  been  used  for  all  countries  with 
the  exception  of  Mexico,  Cuba  and  Colombia.    3/  Some  cocoa  beans  produced  in  Costa  Rica  move  across 
the  border  for  marketing  in  Nicaragua.    hJ  Includes  Dominica,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Guadeloupe, 
Martinique,  Nicaragua,  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent.    5/  Not  available.    6/  Included  in  Cameroun. 
1/  Mostly  Ivory  Coast.    8/  Formerly  Gold  Coast  and  British  Togoland.    9/  Prior  to  1956-57 
Trench  Togoland,  Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone  are  included  in  other  AfricaT   10/  Includes  British 
Caraeroons.    11/  Includes  Angola  and  Malgache  Republic. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Official  publications  of  foreign  governments.    Other  foreign  source 
material,  reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  D".  S.  representatives  abroad,  and  other 
information. 
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Ghana  and  Nigeria,  the  largest  producers  in  Africa,  both  have  bumper 
crops  this  year.    Ghana's  1959-60  crop  is  expected  to  be  ^.7  percent  higher 
than  the  very  good  1958-59  outturn.    Optimum  weather  conditions,  capsid  con- 
trol through  spraying  and  some  new  plantings  coming  into  production  have 
combined  to  boost  production  in  these  countries  for  this  season. 

The  Belgian  Congo's  1959-60  cocoa  crop  is  estimated  only  slightly  higher 
than  the  1958-59  crop  despite  the  increased  number  of  trees    which  came  into 
production  during  1959 •    This  is  attributed  to  unfavorable  weather  during 
1959. 

Newly- independent  Cameroun  is  vying  this  year  with  French  West  Africa 
for  the  third  spot  among  African  producers.    French  West  Africa  is  making 
a  good  recovery  this  year  from  the  1958-59  crop,  increased  use  of  insecti- 
cides and  excellent  weather  conditions  are  contributing  toward  a  better  crop. 
The  quality  of  the  Ivory  Coast  crop  this  year  also  is  reported  to  be  good. 

There  is  a  marked  interest  in  extending  existing  plantations  and  plant- 
ing new  areas  in  Sierra  Leone.    Further  development  of  cocoa  plantations  is 
also  taking  place  in  Tanganyika. 

Asia  and  Oceania  are  expected  to  produce  h0.2  million  pounds  of  cocoa 
beans  in  1959-60,  whereas  the  1958-59  crop  amounted  to  36. 1  million.  The 
largest  increase  is  expected  for  the  Philippines,  however  the  expansion  of 
production  also  is  expected  to  continue  in  New  Guinea. 

WORLD  FLAXSEED  PRODUCTION  DOWN  MODERATELY 

World  flaxseed  production  in  1959  is  estimated  at  12k  million  bushels, 
5  percent  less  than  in  1958  but  h  percent  more  than  the  average  annual  out- 
turn during  1950-5^» 

The  6-million  bushel  decline  from  1958  was  due  largely  to  the  sharp 
drop  in  the  U.  S.  crop,  although  production  in  Canada  also  was  down  and  out- 
put in  the  Soviet  Union  probably  declined.    In  contrast,  India's  crop, 
harvested  early  in  1959;  was  the  largest  since  19^-8  and  Argentina's  crop, 
harvested  late  in  1959  and  early  in  i960,  was  the  largest  since  19^7 • 

As  of  January  1,  i960  total  availabilities  of  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil 
for  export  and  carryout  from  the  3  major  exporting  countries --Canada,  the 
United  States  and  Argentina — are  estimated  at  the  equivalent  of  about  52 
million  bushels  of  seed,  10  million  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

Of  the  total,  about  12  million  are  estimated  to  be  in  Canada,  11  mil- 
lion in  the  United  States  and  29  million  in  Argentina.    Whereas,  because 
of  the  difference  in  growing  seasons,  these  quantities  represent  availa- 
bilities in  Canada  and  the  United  States  through  June  30  and  July  31> 
respectively,  availabilities  in  Argentina  are  for  the  entire  calendar  year. 
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It  is  not  likely  that  total  availabilities  from  Argentina  could  move 
out  in  the  first  half  of  the  current  year  in  view  of  the  present  Argentine 
policy  of  exporting  only  oil.    In  recent  years  oil  production  during  the 
first  6  months  of  the  year  represented  55  "to  60  percent  of  the  year's 
total,  while  exports  fluctuated  from  about  30  to  65  percent  of  the  year's 
total. 

North  American  flaxseed  production  in  1959  declined  over  one -fourth 
from  1958«    Canada' s  crop  at  21.3  million  bushels  was  down  7  percent  as  a 
result  of  the  9-psrcent  cut  in  acreage.    As  of  the  end  of  October  about  8 
million  bushels  remained  unharvested  because  of  snow.    Farmers  continued 
to  harvest  whenever  conditions  permitted  and  a  survey  by  the  Canadian 
Wheat  Board  early  in  December  revealed  about  3*9  million  bushels  still 
unharvested,  largely  in  Manitoba  and  Sasketchewan.    There  has  been  some 
harvesting  since  then.    If  spring  weather  is  dry  and  favorable,  the  bulk 
of  the  crop  remaining  in  the  fields  may  be  harvested.    On  the  other  hand, 
about  half  of  the  volume  could  be  lost  or  regarded  as  unfit  for  commercial 
use. 

The  quality  of  the  crop  will  not  equal  that  of  1958  although  the  oil 
yield  of  early  marketed  seed  was  good.    Whereas  approximately  90  percent 
of  the  1958  crop  graded  number  1  C.W.,  the  proportion  this  season  will  be 
substantially  lower. 

With  a  carryin  on  August  1,  1959  of  6.2  million  bushels  Canada's  total 
flaxseed  supply  of  27.5  million  bushels  is  only  1.0  million  less  than  last 
season.    However,  because  of  the  large  volume  of  low  grade  flaxseed,  a 
larger -than -normal  quantity  is  likely  to  be  used  by  local  feed  companies. 
Thus,  domestic  disappearance  may  be  larger  than  usual.    Allowing  11.3  mil- 
lion bushels  for  domestic  use  and  deducting  U.5  million  bushels  which  had 
been  exported  by  the  end  of  December,  leaves  availabilities  on  January  1 
for  export  and  carryout  at  about  12  million  bushels. 

U.S.  production  at  22.7  million  bushels  was  more  than  one-third  below 
the  1958  crop  and  the  smallest  outturn  since  19^-6.    The  small  crop  was  the 
result  of  the  17  percent  decline  in  harvested  acreage,  and  poor  yields. 
Hot,  dry  weather  in  July  and  August  damaged  the  crop  in  North  and  South 
Dakota, which  together  have  produced  65  to  75  percent  of  the  U.S.  crop  in 
recent  years. 

With  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil  stocks  in  the  United  States  at  about 
19.7  million  bushels,  flaxseed  equivalent  basis,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
marketing  year  total  supplies  are  estimated  at  h2,h  million  bushels,  10 
million  less  than  the  previous  year.    As  of  January  1,  i960  flaxseed  and 
linseed  oil  stocks  at  about  2h  million  bushels,  flaxseed  equivalent  basis, 
were  13  million  less  than  a  year  earlier.    Allowing  13  million  bushels  for 
domestic  use  as  seed  and  oil  for  the  second  half  of  the  marketing  year 
would  leave  11  million  bushels  available  for  export  and  carryout  on  June  30. 
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Of  this  total,  about  2.8  million  bushels  of  flaxseed  (actually  in  the  form 
of  55*6  million  pounds  of  oil)  is  held  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
and  is  being  offered  for  domestic  and  export  sale. 

The  South  American  flaxseed  crop,  harvested  largely  in  November  and 
December,  increased  an  estimated  one -fifth  from  the  previous  year.  The 
Argentine  crop  is  estimated  officially  at  "SO,h  million  bushels,  one-fourth 
more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  largest  outturn  since  the  35-million- 
bushel  crop  of  I9V7 .    Wet  weather  at  planting  reduced  the  acreage  somewhat, 
but  ample  rains  during  the  growing  season  and  dry  weather  during  harvesting 
resulted  in  a  better-than-average  harvest. 

With  a  carryover  of  seed  and  oil  on  January  1  of  an  estimated  2,h  mil- 
lion bushels,  seed  equivalent  basis,  and  a  crop  of  3°. 6  million  bushels, 
total  Argentine  supply  was  33  million  bushels.    Allowing  k  million  bushels 
for  domestic  use  leaves  availabilities  for  export  and  carryout  for  calendar 
i960  at  29  million  bushels, 

Uruguay's  1959  flaxseed  crop  was  expected  to  total  about  1.9  million 
bushels,  according  to  the  first  official  estimate.    This  is  a  decline  of 
one -third  from  the  1958  crop  and  the  smallest  outturn  since  the  1.8  million 
bushels  produced  in  19^-2.    The  decrease  resulted  from  smaller  plantings 
which,  according  to  the  second  official  estimate,  were  k-0  percent  less  than 
the  previous  year  and  the  smallest  in  32  years.    Rains  necessitated  replant- 
ing in  some  areas  after  first  plantings  failed  because  of  flooding  and  erosion. 
With  a  carryover  on  January  1  of  the  equivalent  of  0.6  million  bushels  of 
seed  (actually,  12  million  pounds  of  oil)  and  a  production  of  1.9  million 
bushels,  total  supply  was  2.5  million  bushels.    As  domestic  needs  for  seed 
and  oil  require  about  0.^  million  bushels,  about  2  million  bushels  are 
available  for  export  and  carryout  as  oil  during  calendar  year  i960. 

Brazil's  crop,  also  harvested  in  November  and  December,  is  estimated 
at  1.1  million  bushels,  only  slightly  larger  than  the  previous  year's 
outturn  despite  a  substantial  increase  in  acreage.    Excessive  rains  late 
in  the  season  and  during  harvest  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  where  the  bulk  of 
the  crop  is  grown,  caused  production  to  fall  short  of  expectations.  While 
it  is  unlikely  that  domestic  supplies  for  the  current  year  will  be  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  warrant  exports  of  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil,  the  fact 
that  these  commodities  are  now  on  the  free  market  has  contributed  to  a 
domestic  price  increase  and  should  encourage  future  production  for  export. 

European  production  is  believed  to  have  declined  somewhat  in  1959 
although  estimates  for  some  countries,  particularly  in  Eastern  Europe,  are 
not  yet  available.    Drought  in  the  flax -producing  area  of  the  Soviet  Union 
last  year  is  believed  to  have  reduced  production  5  "to  10  percent  from  1958. 
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The  relatively  small,  production  in  Africa  increased  about  12  percent 
in  1959  with  sizable  increases  percentagewise  in  Ethiopia,  Morocco, 
and  Egypt. 

Asia*  s  1959  flaxseed  production  increased  almost  60  percent  from  the 
previous  year,  attributable  to  the  spectacular  gain  in  India.  The 
17.2  million -bushel  harvest,  following  the  near-record  low  of  10 
million  bushels  in  1958,  was  the  largest  since  19^-8.    The  expansion 
from  the  year  before  was  due  to  an  acreage  increase  of  almost  one- 
fifth  and  better -than -average  yields  resulting  from  favorable  weather. 
Contrary  to  earlier  fears  of  smaller  plantings  for  the  new  crop  to 
be  harvested  during  February -April  i960,  the  improvement  in  internal 
prices  for  flaxseed  and  flaxseed  products  during  the  last  quarter  of 
1959  provided  the  necessary  stimulus  for  farmers  to  plant  as  large 
an  acreage  as  in  the  previous  year.    Weather  was  favorable  early  in 
the  season  and  no  serious  pest  infestation  occurred, but  recent  re- 
ports indicate  some  concern  over  inadequate  moisture  in  the  North- 
west.   As  India  consumes  linseed  oil  for  edible  purposes,  exportable 
supplies  depend  to  some  extent  on  the  supply  of  other  edible  oils. 
Annual  exports  of  oil  in  recent  years  have  been  the  equivalent  of 
about  2  million  bushels  of  seed. 

Production  in  Oceania,  virtually  all  in  Australia,  is  estimated  to 
have  been  over  2.5  times  the  previous  year's  crop.  Australia's 
harvest,  now  estimated  at  1.2  million  bushels,  was  3  times  that  of 
1958  due  to  sharp  acreage  expansion.    As  a  result  of  the  increased 
production,  import  requirements  for  linseed  oil  during  the  second 
half  of  i960  will  be  significantly  smaller  than  in  recent  years. 

LENTIL  PRODUCTION  EQUALS  1959; 
GARBANZOS  UP 

Lentil  production  in  19  reporting  countries  exceeded  6  million 
bags  in  1959>  equal  to  1958,  but  k  percent  below  the  1950-5^-  average. 
The  area  harvested  was  1.1  million  acres,  nearly  equal  to  1958,  and 
an  increase  of  19  percent  over  the  1950-5^  average. 

The  Americas;    Production  in  the  Americas  for  1959  "was  approximately 
6^0,000  bags,  down  5  percent  from  1958  and  ho  percent  from  the  1950-5^- 
average.    Chile,  the  largest  producer,  with  300,000  bags  was  up  14- 
percent  from  1958  and  22  percent  over  1950-5^-.    Argentina's  produc- 
tion of  90,000  bags  was  down  52  percent  from  1958,  in  spite  of 
increased  acreage.    Adverse  weather  and  insects  were  chiefly  responsi- 
ble.   During  the  1950-5^-  period  Argentina  produced  over  630,000  bags, 
while  Brazil  and  Mexico  produced  approximately  100,000  bags  between 
them  in  1959«    Mexico,  with  over  60,000  bags  about  equaled  its  1958 
output. 
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Europe:     In  Europe ,  6  countries  raised  l.k  million  "bags,  about  equal  to 
the  1958  production  and  15  percent  above  the  1950-5^4-  average.  Spain 
was  the  largest  producer,  with  675,000  bags,  up  8  percent  from  1958  and 
56  percent  from  1950-5^  average.     Spain's  output  was  as  large  as  the 
other  5  producing  countries  did  collectively.    Greece  with  over  200,000 
bags,  10  percent  above  the  I95O-5I+  average,  approximated  its  1958' s 
production,  Italy  produced  275,000  bags,  down  25  percent  from  I958  and 
17  percent  below  1950-5^-.    Yugoslavia  and  Austria,  both  smaller  pro- 
ducers, had  a  combined  outturn  of  ^0,000  bags. 

Middle  East:    The  Middle  East,  with  5  countries  reporting,  produced 
2.7  million  bags,  5  percent  or  100,000  bags  more  than  in  1958,  about 
equal  to  the  1950-5^  average.    The  crop  in  Turkey,  the  big  producer, 
totaled  1.1+  million  bags,  about    equal  to  1958    and    the  I95O-5U 
average.     Syria  with  1  million  bags  was  27  percent  over  1958,  and 
about  equaled  the  1950-5^-  average.    Iraq's  200,000  bags  was  slightly 
under  1958,  but  k"J  percent  above  the  1950-5^  average.    Jordan  with 
100,000  bags  was  almost  equal  to  1958  but  down  55  percent  from  the 
1950-5^+  average.    Lebanon,  a  smaller  producer,  raised  about  ^5,000 
bags  in  1959* 

Africa:     In  Africa,  production  in  3  countries  totaled  l.k  million  bags. 
Egypt,  the  largest  producer,  with  a  crop  of  over  1  million  bags  was 
up  k  percent  from  1958  and  13  percent  over  the  1950-5^-  average. 
Algeria's  150,000  bags  equaled  the  1958's  production  but  was  l6  percent 
below  the  1950-5^+  average.    Morocco  with  over  100,000  bags  was  up  lk 
percent  from  1958,  6  percent  above  the  1950-5^-  average. 

Garbanzos 

Production  of  garbanzos  (chickpeas)  in  18  reporting  .countries  for 
1959  exceeded  175  million  bags.    This  was  30  percent  over  1958,  and 
almost  55  percent  over  the  1950-5^-  average.    India  and  Pakistan, 
world's  largest  producers  accounted  for  over  90  percent  of  total  pro- 
duction and  33  percent  of  the  total  increase.    The  balance  of  the 
production  for  1959  "was  mainly  Spain,  Mexico,  Turkey  and  Italy, 
where  the  aggregate  increase  over  1958  was  negligible,  but  was  6  per- 
cent over  the  1950-5^  average. 

Planting  in  the  18  reporting  countries  in  1959  totaled  30  million 
acres,  a  7  percent  increase  over  the  28  million  in  1958,  and  30  per- 
cent above  the  1950-5^+  average.    Garbanzo  production  for  the  last 
decade  has  been  increasing  rapidly  in  India,  Pakistan  and  Mexico. 
It  has  held  fairly  steady  in  the  Middle  East  and  Europe  but  declined 
in  the  African  countries. 
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The  Americas:    The  United  States  and  3  reporting  Latin  American  coun- 
tries produced  about  3  million  bags  of  garbanzos  in  1959*  Mexico, 
the  largest  producer,  raised  2.6  million  bags,  up  9  percent  over  1958* 
Argentina  harvested  over  230,000  bags,  1^0  percent  more  than  in  1958. 
Chile* s  1^5 > 000  bags  was  up  12  percent  over  195^.    Output  in  the 
United  States  a  relatively  small  producer,  was  65,000  bags  in  1959, 
compared  with  89,000  bags  in  1958,  a  decrease  of  27  percent. 

Europe:    Five  reporting  countries  in  Europe  produced  5*2  million  bags 
of  garbanzos  in  1959*    Spain,  the  largest  producer,  harvested  3  mil- 
lion bags,  about  equal  to  1958  and  the  1950-5*i  average.  Italy, 
another  large  producer  in  1959,  with  1.1  million  bags  about  equaled 
1958,  but  the  crop  was  10  percent  under  the  1950-5*+  average.  Portugal 
produced  almost  500,000  bags,  23  percent  over  1958  and  35  percent  over 
the  1950-5*+  average.    Greece,  with  380,000  bags  was  down  5  percent 
from  1958,  and  8  percent  over  1950-5*+.    Yugoslavia,  one  of  the  smaller 
producers  raised  150,000  bags  in  1959,  compared  with  1958  an  increase 
of  36  percent. 

Middle  East:    The  Middle  East,  with  k  reporting  countries,  produced 
over  2  million  bags  of  garbanzos  in  1959*    Turkey  produced  1.8 
million  bags  or  90  percent  of  the  total.    Syria  raised  160,000  bags, 
while  Jordan  and  Lebanon,  smaller  producers  had  less  than  100,000 
bags  combined.    The  Middle  East  was  down  h  percent  from  1958  and  9 
percent  under  the  1950-5*+  average. 

Far  East:     India  and  Pakistan  produced  between  them  over  160  million 
bags  of  garbanzos  in  1959*    India  alone  produced  over  150  million 
bags,  kO  percent  higher  than  its  I958  production.    Pakistan  with  13 
million  bags  was  down  13  percent  from  1958. 

Africa:    Africa,  with  3  countries  reporting,  harvested  almost  850,000 
bags.    Morocco,  largest  producer  in  this  group  harvested  almost  ^20,000 
bags  of  garbanzos  in  1959,  down  22  percent  from  1958,  *+5  percent  from 
the  1950-5*+  average.    Production  in  Algeria  and  Egypt  in  1959  wa-s  over 
i+50,000  bags,  with  Algeria  producing  300,000  bags  and  Egypt  the  re- 
mainder. 

WORLD  DRIED  FIG  PACK  DECREASES  IN  1959 

Commercial  dried  fig  production  in  1959  for  the  7  principal  pro- 
ducing countries  is  estimated  at  169,800  short  tons  or  about  3  per- 
cent less  than  the  175,700-ton  world  pack  for  the  preceding  year. 
World  production  of  dried  figs  has  been  below  the  1952-56  average  of 
183,800  tons  since  1957.    The  1959  packs  in  the  United  States,  Greece, 
and  Italy  were  below  that  of  the  preceding  year  while  the  packs  in 
Portugal  and  Turkey  were  larger. 
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FIGS,  DRIED  l/i     Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified 
countries,  average  1952-56,  annual  1955-59 


Country                      : Average 

-.1952-56 

1  1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

I  1958 

;i959  2/ 

:  Short 
:  tons 

Short 
tons 

22,500 

1,700- 

28,000' 

36,000 

13,200' 

31,000- 

Short 
:  tons 

27,000 
1,400 
30,000 
:  48,000 
12,900- 

42,000 

Short 
tons 

26,000 
1,400 
24,500 
45,000 
10,200 
31,000 

,  Short 
tons 

25,000 
1,700 
31,000 
49,000 
10,800 
35,ooo 

:  Short 
•  tons 

:  3/ 
11 

27,000 

,  4o,ooo 
13,200 
39,000 

132, 400- 

161,300 

138,100 

152,500 

150,800 

25.400' 

24.800" 

22.700' 

23 . 200 

19,000 

157,800- 

186,100: 

160,800 

175,700- 

169,800 

l/    Beginning  with  this  publication  Syrian  and  Lebanese  production  figures  are 
being  omitted  because  of  insufficient  data. 
_/  Preliminary. 

3/    1959  not  available.    1952-56  average  used  for  world  total. 

Exports  in  1959-60  by  Greece,  Italy,  Portugal  and  Turkey  combined  are  fore- 
cast at  about  55,000  tons,  compared  with  roundly  5^,000  tons  in  1958-59 j  export 
movement  to  date  has  been  active.    These  export  figures  include  dried  edible  figs, 
fig  paste,  and  industrial -grade  dried  figs. 


Country 

Exports 

Forecast 

;  1957-58 

1958-59 

1959-60 

:     Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

 :  23,000 

15,700 
6,100 
:  7,700 
24,300 

16,500 
3,300 
6, 600 

28,700 

 :  47,600 

53,800 

55,ioo 

Exports  of  fig  paste  to  the  United  States  during  the  1959-60  season  are  ex- 
pected to  approximate  4,000  tons  (about  1,600  to  2,200  tons  from  Turkey  and  2,000 
tons  from  Portugal).    In  1958,  the  United  States  imported  8,025  tons  of  paste. 


The  1959  Italian  commercial  dried  fig  pack  is  estimated  at  40,000  short  tons, 

Production  estimates  from  the  commercial  regions  are:  . 

The  quality 


down  9,000  tons  from  1958. 

Campania,  6,000  tons;  Calabria,  11,000  tons  and  Puglia,  23,000  tons 
of  the  1959  pack  is  reported  to  be  generally  poor,  with  many  of  the  dried  figs 
going  into  industrial  use. 
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Turkey ' s  1959  dried  fig  pack  is  estimated  at  39>000  short  tons,  a 
1+, 000- ton  increase  from  the  1958  crop.     Quality  of  the  natural  fig  this 
year  is  reported  to  be  even  better  than  last  year's  good  quality  fruit. 
Disposition  of  the  1959  pack  is  estimated  as  follows:    exports  of  19,000 
tons  of  whole  dried  figs,  l+,500  tons  of  fig  paste,  and  5>500  tons  for 
industrial    use,  and  10,000  tons  for  domestic  consumption. 

The  1959  Greek  dried  fig  pack  is  estimated  at  27,000  short  tons,  a 
1+, 000-ton  decrease  from  1958  and  1,1+00  tons  below  the  28,1+00-ton  average 
for  1952-56.     Qualitywise,  this  year's  pack  was  reported  to  be  excellent. 
The  exportable  stock  of  Greek  dried  figs  on  December  1,  1959  was  estimated 
close  to  1,600  short  tons. 

The  total  commercial  dried  fig  pack  in  Algarve,  Portugal  for  1959  is 
estimated  at  13,200  short  tons,  a  22-percent  increase  over  the  10,800-ton 
1958  crop.    However,  the  1959  production  of  edible  dried  figs  is  esti- 
mated at  8,800  tons,  about  the  same  as  in  1958.     Variable  weather  through- 
out 1959  is  blamed  for  the  small  proportion  of  the  commercial  pack  being 
of  edible  quality.    Portuguese  exports  of  edible  dried  figs  and  paste  come 
only  from  Algarve. 

Exports  from  the  edible  1959  pack  are  expected  to  reach  6,100  tons-- 
2,200  tons  as  paste  and  3*900  tons  as  dried  figs.    Most  of  the  paste 
(about  2,000  tons)  is  expected  to  be  sold  to  the  United  States. 

Dried  fig  stocks  on  hand  February  1  suitable  for  edible  use--as  figs 
or  paste—are  estimated  at  1,700  to  2,200  tons. 


WORLD  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
AT  RECORD  HIGH 

World  cotton  production  in  1959"60  is  now  estimated  at  a  record  high 
of  I+6.9  million  bales  (500  pounds  gross  weight),  according  to  the  latest 
estimate  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    This  crop  exceeds  the  1958- 
59  record  by  2.6  million  bales,  or  5  percent,  and  is  8.1  million  bales 
larger  than  the  average  for  the  5  years  1950-5^ « 

In  the  United  States,  the  cotton  harvest  proceeded  rapidly  under 
generally  favorable  weather  conditions.    By  January  16,  i960,  a  total  of 
ll+.l+  million  running  bales  or  about  98  percent  of  the  estimated  crop  had 
been  ginned.    Yield  is  placed  at  I+65  pounds  per  acre  for  the  1959  crop, 
only  1  pound  below  the  1958  record.    Harvested  acreage  is  estimated  at 
15.2  million  acres,  up  28  percent  from  the  82-year  low  of  11.8  million 
in  1958.    As  a  result,  the  1959  U.  S.  crop  of  ll+.7  million  bales  is  3.2 
million  larger  than  in  1958.    The  larger  production  is  expected  to  be 
more  than  offset  by  a  sharp  increase  in  exports  and  a  moderate  increase 
in  consumption,  resulting  in  a  reduction  in  carryover  next  August. 
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Signif icantly,  foreign  production  declined  in  1959-60  for  the  first 
time  since  World  War  II,  and  at  32.2  million  "bales,  is  0.6  million  below 
1958-59«    Principal  declines  from  last  season  were  in  Mexico,  Mainland 
China,  and  India,  mainly  because  of  smaller  acreage,  adverse  weather,  or 

both.    However,  the  opposite  situation  larger  acreage  or  improved 

weather  conditions  resulted  in  larger  crops  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  Brazil, 

Pakistan,  Colombia,  Spain,  the  United  Arab  Republic,  and  several  other 
countries.    The  larger  production  in  some  of  these  countries  will  be 
mostly  used  domestically.    Therefore,  the  net  effect  of  the  production 
changes  indicated  above  is  a  decline  of  about  0.5  million  bales  in  for- 
eign exportable  surpluses. 

Foreign  Free  World  production  for  1959-60  is  currently  estimated  at 
16.9  million  bales,  0 .if  million  bales  below  the  record  of  17.3  million 
produced  last  season.    Smaller  production  of  upland-type  cotton,  mostly 
in  Mexico,  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  and  Uganda,  accounts  for  much  of  the 
decline.    This  is  partly  offset  by  larger  crops  of  upland  types  in  South 
Brazil,  where  harvest  will  soon  begin,  and  in  Colombia,  Spain,  and  several 
other  countries.    Some  decline  has  also  taken  place  in  the  production  of 
extra-long  staple  cotton  this  season,  mostly  in  the  Karnak  variety  in 
Egypt.     Indications  are  that  production  of  Asiatic -type  short  staple  cot- 
ton is  also  lower  this  season  as  further  downward  adjustments  in  India's 
crop  are  only  partly  offset  by  prospects  for  larger  crops  than  a  year 
earlier  in  Pakistan  and  Burma. 

Aggregate  production  for  Communist  countries,  mainly  the  Soviet  Union 
and  Mainland  China,  is  now  estimated  at  15*3  million  bales  for  1959-60, 
down  slightly  from  the  15.^  million  for  1958-59.     In  "the  Soviet  Union, 
reports  on  the  harvest  indicate  larger  cotton  production  than  expected, 
as  a  result  of  favorable  crop  conditions.     In  contrast,  Mainland  China's 
1959  crop  was  probably  hurt  by  severe  drought  in  many  of  its  principal 
cotton-producing  areas. 

Present  indications  are  that  foreign  cotton  production  next  season- - 
I96O-6I — will  increase  somewhat  from  the  1959-60  level.    Early  reports 
are  that  plantings  may  be  larger  in  Mexico,  Central  America,  Greece, 
Brazil,  and  a  number  of  other  countries.    A  combination  of  factors  point 
to  the  possibility  of  an  increase.    Foremost  among  these  factors  are  the 
strong  demand  by  importing  countries  in  the  current  season  which  has  re- 
sulted in  rapid  marketing  of  foreign  exportable  surpluses,  and  the  general 
rise  in  prices  since  last  October.    Various  other  factors  could  contribute 
to  the  increase,  including  continued  government  aids  to  cotton  production 
in  some  countries,  agricultural  development  programs  already  under  way, 
and  the  relative  importance  of  cotton  exports  as  a  source  of  foreign 
exchange . 
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EXTRA  LONG  STAPLE  COTTON^:    Free  World  production  by  countries  and  varieties, 
crop  years  beginning  August  1,  1955-56  through  1959-60 


Country  and  variety 


Year  beginning  August  1 


I    1955-56  ; 

1956-57 

1957-58 

1958-59  j 

1959-60 

:      1,000  | 
:    bales  2/  ; 

1,000 
bales  2/  . 

1,000 
bales  2/ 

1,000  : 
;    bales  2/  : 

1,000 
bales  2/ 

488  | 
:             62  • 

\  440 
i             171  • 

\  437 
:  407 

\            464  I 
:  736 

[  218 
:  853 

i            j«  : 

.  coo 

:  jo/ 

;  loo 

!  OZ't 

!  _>OU 

•               70  • 

I  108 

:  107 

\  126 

:  123 

•  43 

:  50 

;  82 

1             84  i 

:  73 

•  24 

:  24 

:  24 

•  14 

:  25 

:  16 

19 

29 

:              27  - 

25 

':  1,095 

1,394 

1,251 

1,975 

1,897 

Egypt 

Karnak  

Menoufi  3/, 


Sudan 

Sakel  and  Lambert. 

Peru 

Pima  and  Karnak... 


United  States 

American  Egyptian. 

Aden 

Sakel  


Other  countries  4/. 
Total  


1/  1-3/8  inches  and  longer. 
2/  Bales  of  500  pounds  gross  weight. 
3/  Includes  small  quantity  of  Giza  45  variety. 
4/  Includes  West  Indies  (Sea  Island),  Israel,  Morocco, 
Puerto  Rico,  Somalia,  and  Yemen. 


The  Commodity  Summaries  in  this  monthly  supplemental  issue  of  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  are  part  of  a  series  of  reports  on  world  crop  and  livestock  production 
and  trade  which  are  released  according  to  a  schedule  published  at  the  beginning 
of  each  calendar  year. 

The  country  data  are  prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments;  reports  of  agrocultural  attaches  and  other  U.S.  representatives 
abroad;  results  of  office  research  and  other  information.  The  Summaries  of 
Production  have  been  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics. 
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